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I. His Majeſty's Meſſage to the Prince of Wales, > Lord Chancellor, 2 
Lord Prefident, Lord Steward, Lord Chamberkain Dukes of Richmond, 
Argyle, Newcaſtle, Earls of Pembroke, Scarborough, and Lord Harrington, _— 


IL SPEAKERS in the Debate of che „ on he I 
above Motion. 1 


Il. Sir 83 Reaſons for the R Ef the People of Great © 
Britain, = rake ee e ; 
Leſſening the National Debt, 22 . — 4 


Taxes. 


IV. SPEAKERS in the Debate on * Bill 
deemable Funds to Three per Cent. 


„ . Wy 


V. An ACT td diſable Alexander Wilſon, Ef. — 
enjoying any Office or Place of Magiftzacy u ce dy 4 rr 
elſewhere, in Great Britain; and for impriſoning . r 1 


and for aboliſhing the Guard kept up in the faid City, commonly 23 
The Town Guard; and for taking away the Gates of the Nether-Bow *. : 
of the ſaid City, and keeping open the ſame. a 


vi QUESTIONS Propos'd by the D-e of 4—t, _—_ 
Judges ſhould deliver their Opinions, in relation to the faid Act. 
vn. A STATE of the National Debt, provided or unprovided er 
by Parliament, as it ſtood December 31. 17 735, and December 31. 1736. 4 
Tegnher with an Acoryne of the Fintaer the linking Park, « * 4 
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L. O N.D 9 N. 


Printed by T. TIM s, and Sold by the Bookſellers of Londen and Wi 4 
| minſter. 1737. F | 


Where may be had, 
All the Proteſts on the Penſion-Bill; alſo thoſe for Four Years laſt paſt. 
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T.Grds p ROTESIT 


On the Motion to Addreſs Hi: Majeſty to ſettle 
100,000 J. per Anmm on the lrince of Wales. 


Die Martis 25* Februarij1 7 36. 


HE Houſe being moved, That an Hum Addrefs be preſented to His 
Majeſty, to expreſs the juſt Senſe of thiHouſe, of His Majeſty's great 
Goodneſs and tender Regard for the laing Welfare and Happineſs of 
His People, in the Marriage of His RoyaHighnefs the Prince ot IF ales ; 
and as this Houſe cannot omit any Oppeunity of ſhewing their Zeal 
and Regard for His Majeſty's Honour, and the Proſpety of his Family, humbly to 
beſeech His Majeſty, That, in Conſideration of the hh Rank and Dignity of their 
; Royal Highneſſes, the Prince and Princeſs of ales, and their many eminent Vir- 
tues and Merits, he would be graciouſly pleaſed to ttle 100,000/. a Year on the 
Prince of Vales, out of the Revenues chearfully graced to His Majeſty (for tha 
Expences of his Civil Government, and better ſupporig the Dignity of the Crown, 
and for enabling His Majeſty to make an honourable loviſion for his Family) in the 
ſame Manner His Majeſty enjoy d it before his happyicceſſion to the Throne : And 
{ alſo humbly to beſeech His Majeſty, to ſettle the like Jnture on Her Royal Highneſs 
the Princeſs of Vales, as her Majeſty had, when ſheras Princeſs of }/alcs, and to 
aſſure His Majeſty, that this Houſe will be ready to deevery thing on their Par-, to 
perform the ſame, as nothing will more conduce to th ſtrengthening of His Maj ty's 
| Government, than honourably ſupporting the Dignity « their Royal Highneſſos, om 
whom we hope to ſee a numerous Iſſue, to deliver don the Bleſſings of His Majzity's 
Reign to the lateſt Poſterity. LOT 


0 [ | 


The Duke of Newcaſtle, by His Majeſty's Commad, made the like Signification 
to the Houſe of the Meſſage ſent by His Majeſty in Witing to the Prince of /e lis, 
and of the Report of His Royal Highnefs's Verbal Anwer, as is printed in the Votes 
of the Houſe of Commons of the 22d Inſtant :- MER 
And the ſame being read by the Lord Chancellor, 

After long Debate upon the foregoing Motion, 75 | 

The Queſtion was put, Whether ſuch an Addreſs ſþ41 be preſented to His Majeſty ? 

| It was reſolved in the Negative. e 

Contents 28. Proxies 12. In all 40. Not Contat 79. Proxies 24. In all 103. 


Diſſentient 5 5 
x. Becauſe that this Houſe has an undoubted Right to offer, in an humble Ad- 
dreſs to His Majeſty, their Senſe, upon all Subjects in which this Houſe Jhall con- 
ceive, that the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation ar» concerned. 
1. Becauſe the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation, Crown, and Royal Family, 
can be concerned in nothing more, than in having a due and independent Proviic ii 
made for the Firſt-born Son, and Heir Apparent to the Crown. 
3. Becauſe, in the late King's Reign, 100,000 J. a Year, elear of all Deductions 
whatſoever, was ſetled upon His preſent Majeſty when Prince of Males, out of a 
Civil Liſt not exceeding 700,c02 J. a Year. 


4. Be- 


4 | 

4 Becauſe His preſent Majeſty had granted him by Parliament, ic ο⁹⁹ f 
compoſe a Civil Liſt of 800,000 J. a Year, which we have very good Reaſon . 
lieve bring in at leaſt 900,000/. and are more likely to increafe than to dinun:1h, 

5. Becauſe out of this extraordinary and growing Civil Liſt, we humbly coc 

his Majeſty may be able to make an honourable Provifion for the reſt of his Royal 
Family, without any Neceſſity of lefſening that Revenue which, in his own Cale, 
when he was Prince of ales, the \\ iſdom of Parliament adjudged to be a prope: 
Maintainance for the Firſt-bom Son, and Heir Apparent of the Crown. 
6. Becauſe it is the undoubted Right of Parliament to explain the Intention of 
their own Acts, and to offer their Advice in Purſuance thereof. And tho', in the 
inferior Courts of Meſtminſterball, the Judges can only conſider an Act of Parlia- 
ment according to the Letter and expreſs Words of the Act, the Parliament itſelf 
may proceed in a higher Way by declaring what was their Senſe in paſſing it, and 
on what Grounds, eſpecially 23 a Matter recent, and within the Memory of many 
in the Houſe, as well as out d it. = | 

7. Becauſe there were manyobvious and good Reaſons, why the Sum of 100, ooo J. 
Annum for the Prince, ws not ſpecified in the Act paſſed at that Time, parti- 

cularly his being a Minor, andunmarried. But we do apprehend, that it is obvious, 
that the Parliament would nt have granted to His Majeſty fo great a Revenue 
above that of the late King, ut with an Intention that 100,000 J. a Year ſhould at 
2 Time be ſetled on th Prince, in the ſame Manner as it was enjoyed by his 
Royal Father when he was Fince of J/ales: And His Royal Highneſs being now 
Thirty Years old, and moſt hopily married, we apprehend it can no longer be de- 
layed, without Prejudice to th Honour of the Family, the Right of the Prince, and 
Intention of the Parliament. And as in many Cafes the Crown is known to ſtand 
as Truſtee for the Publick, upe Grants in Parliament; ſo we humbly conceive, that 
in this Caſe, according to the itention of Parliament, the Crown ſtands as Truſtee 
for the Prince, for the aforeſd Sum. 
8. Becauſe we do conceive+hat the preſent Princeſs of J/ales ought to have the 
like Jointure that Her preſentMajeſty had when She was Princeſs of Wales, and 
that it would be for the Hour of the Crown, that no Diſtinction whatſoever 
ſhould be made between Perſes of equal Rank and Digniti xy. 
9. Becauſe we apprehend, tit it has always been the Policy of this Country, and 
Care of Parliament, that a ſuable Proviſion, independent of the Crown, ſhould be 
made for the Heir Apparent, tat by ſhewmg him early the Eaſe and Dignity of In- 
dependence, he may learn bis own Experience, how a Great and Free People 
govern d. And as e are convine d in our Conſciences, that if this Que- 
ſtion had been paſſed in the Airmative, it would have prevented all future Uneaſi- 
neſs that may unhappily riſe upn this Subject, by removing the Cauſe of ſuch Un- 
| ealſinefs, and giving His RoyalHighneſs what we apprehend to be his Right; We 

make uſe of the Privileges inhrent in Members of this Houſe, to clear our ſelves to 
all Poſterity from being concened in laying it aſide. EE 555 
10. Laſtly, We thought it yore incumbent upon us to infiſt upon this Motion, for 
the fake of this Royal Family under which alone we are fully convinced we can 
live Free, and under the Royal Family we are fully determined we ill live Free. 


Winchelſea and Cardigan Weymouth 
Nottingham Marlborough Bathurſt 
Berkſhire n Carteret © 

Cobham Bridgewater 

Cheſterfield 4 Bedford 


His Majeſty's Meſſage to the Prince of Wales, by the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Preſident, Lord Steward, Lord Chamberlain, Dukes of Kichmond, 
Argyle, Newcaſtle, Earls of Pembroke, Scarborough, and Lord Harrington ; 
which being in Writing, was as follows, vis. 


IS Majeſty has commanded Us to acquaint your Royal Highneſs, in His Name, 
That, upon your Royal Highneſs's Marriage, He immediately took into his Royal 
Conſideration the ſettling a proper Jointure upon the Princeſs of J/ales ; but his 2 
den going abroad, and his late Indiſpoſition ſince his Return, had hitherto retarded 


1 ] 


the Execution of theſe his gracious Intentions ; from which ſhort Delay His Majeſty 
did not apprehend any Inconveniencies could ariſe, eſpecially fince no Application 
had, in any Manner been made to Him upon this Subject by your Royal Highneſs ; 
And that His Majeſty hath now given Orders for ſettling a Jointure upon the Prin- 
ceſs of Wales, as far as He is enabled by Law, ſuitable to Her high Rank and Dig- 
nity ; which He will, in proper Time, lay before his Parliament, in order to be ren- 
dered certain and effectual, for the Benefit of Her Royal Highneſs. | 
The King has further commanded us to acquaint your Royal Highneſs, that, al- 
your Royal Highneſs has not thought fit, by any Application to His Majeſty, to 
defire that your Allowance of Fifty thouſand Pounds per Annum, which is now paid 
you by monthly Payments, at the Choice of your Royal Highneſs, preferably to 
quarterly Payments, might, by His Majeſty's fur: her Grace and Favour, be rendered 
leſs ious, His Maj-tty, to prevent tne bad Conf.quences, which, He appre ? 
may follow from the undutiful Meafures, which, His Majcſty is informed, your Royal 
Highneſs bas been adviſed to purſue, will grant to your Royal Highneſs, for His Ma- 
jelty's Life, the ſaid Fifty thouſand Pounds per Annum, to be iſſuing cut of His Ma- 
jeſty's Civil Liſt Revenues, over and above your Royal Highneſss Revenues arifing 
from the Duchy of Cornwall; which His Majeſty thinks a very competent Allowance, 
conſidering His numerous Iſſue, and the great Expences u h!ch do and muſt heceſſa- 
rily attend an honourable Proviſion for His whole Royal Family: 


And to this Meſſag2 his Royal Highneſs the Prince returned a verbal Anſwer; 
which, according to the beſt Recollection and Remembrance of the Lords, was in 
Subſtance as follows, cz. „ 


That his Royal Highneſs deſired the Lords to lay bim, with all Humility, at His 
| Majeſty's Feet; and to aſſure His Maj-ſty, that he had, and ever ſhould retain the 
utmoſt Duty for His Royal Perſon; That his Royal Highnefs was very thankful for 
any Inſtance of His Maj:ſty's Goodnefs to him, or the Princeſs, and particularly for 
His Majeſty's gracious Intention of ſettling a Jointure upon her Royal Highneſs; but 
that, as to the Meſſage, the Affair was now out of his Hands, and therefore he could 


we no Anſwer to it: | OO 
7 which, his Royal Highneſs uſed many dutiful Expreſſions towards His Ma- 
Indeed, my Lords, it is in other Hands; I am ſocry for it. 


jeſty, and then added, 
or to that Effect: | ; 2 
His Royal Highneſs concluded with earneſtly defiring the Lords, to repreſent his 
Anſwer to His Majeſty in the moſt reſpe&ful and dutiful Manner, 


SPEAKERS in the Debate of the Houſe of Commons. 


Mr. Pulteney, REY 3 

— 555 3 281 Robert Walpole. 
Mr. Heages, Mas ie Rolls 
Lord Baltimore, . 1 F r of the N 


Mr. Waller, . 
Sir. William Windham, Ctr Pelbam. 


Puke Sollicitor-General. 
Mr. Tyr 


Mr. Walter Plumer, Mr. Secretary of War, . 
Mr. Greenzille, 
Mr. Bootle, 

Sir Fohn Ruſhout » 

Sir Fobn Barnard, 
Mr. H. enry Bat bur ff * 
Mr. Noel, | 
Sir Thomas Saunderſon, 


Mr, Frederick, mae. to cs ties ace 
Againſt 234 


ö FOR THE 
Repreſentatives of the People of Great Britain, 70 tate Advantage of the Pre- 
| ſent Kate of Intereſt, for the more ſpeedy Leſſening the National Debt, 

and Taking off be moſt Burthenſome of the Taxes. 


O more Money ought any Year to be raiſed, or continued at any Time 
to be riſed, on the Subject, than is abſolutely neceſſary for the Well. 
being & the Nation, and to enable it to make good its Engagements. 
Whaever Money is raiſed for the Current Service of the Year, or ex- 
traordnary Sum annually Paid for. Intereſt Money to the Publick Cre- 
aitors, ariſeth fron Taxes on the People of Great Britain. 


The People of Creat Britain have a Right, and it is but Juſtice, that the Mo- 
ney raiſed upon thm, by the many and various Taxes, ſhould be managed to the 


beſt Advantage, an« moſt for the Publick Intereſt. 5 

A Truſtee tor anliufunt, with-a Mortgage on his Eſtate at 4 per Cent. would be 
guilty of a Breach f Truſt, if he could borrow Money at 3 per Cent. to pay it off, 
ſhould he refuſe todo it. 


Every Member © Parliament is a Truſtee for the People, and bound in Dary 


to manage the Publck Affairs for their greateſt Advantage. 


The Creditors & the Public can have no juſt Cauſe to complain, if the par- 


liament act no othewiſe than in purſuance of their ſeveral Hipulations with them. 


However inconvaient it may prove to the I hole or any Part of the Publick 


Creditors, particulaly Widows and Orphans, to receive 3 per Cent. in lieu of 4 per 
Cent; this higher Late of Intereſt cannot be continued to them whenever ſufficient 
Money can be borrowed to pay them off, without doing the higheſt Injuſtice to the 
Subjekts in Genera, by continuing the Payment of extraordinary and unnecęſſary 
Taxes upon te. 2 


Many of the Tates lie heavy on the Poor and the Manufacturer, by being laid 


on the Necef/aries c Life, of which the Poor conſume more than the Rich; as the 


Exciſes on Malt, Bier, Ale, and Salt, and alſo the Taxes on Soap, Candles, Coals, 


and Leather. 


As, nothing but abſolute Neceſſity could juſtify the laying ſuch heavy Taxes/on 


the Neceſſaries of Life ; ſo nothing but ab/o/ute Neceſſity can juſtify the continuing 
them. Certain it is, that the Conveniency of a few particular Perſons can never 
do it. _- ER ; 1 

All the Money, which the Neceſſities of the Publick require to be raiſed, ought 


to be raiſed on Property, or Articles of Luxury ; but nothing on the Neceſſaries of 


Life, without the moſt abſolute Neceſſity. 

One per Cent. ſaved on the Publick Debt due to Foreigners is ſo much Money, 
as it ſhall amount to, actually ſaved to the Nation; and by One per Cent. being 
ſaved on all the Redeemable Debts, fo much Money as that ſhall amount to, 
there will be /eſs tc be raiſed by Taxes on the People of Great Britain. 

The Nation is net able to continue to pay the high Rate of Intereſt it does to Fo- 
reigners, becauſe in time it will drein the Kingdom of too much Money to be ſpared, 
or is either Prudent or Fuft for it to ſpare. 

One per Cent. ſaved out of Four per Cent. will in 47 Years, if that One per Cent. 
be conſtantly applied to diſcharge the Debt, entirely pay off the fame. 
| If the Debt thould continue at 4 per Cent. without paying off any of the Principal, 
the Nation, at the End of 47 Years, will be in the ſame Condition, in reſpect to its 
Debt, as it is now, tho in the mean time it will pay to Foreigners, ſuppoſing ous 

| Debt 


20 


| 


Debt Twelve Millions, above Twenty-two Millions and a Half of Money. A Sum 
too large for this Nation to part with, and yet not be any thing more out of Debt! 

A large Debt carrying a high Intereſt to Foreigners, will be as certain Ruin to a 
Nation, as hig Intereſt is a certain Ruin to any Private Perſon in his Eſtate. 

This Nation being then in this cery bad Situation, is it not abſolutely neceſſary 
the People's Repreſentatives in Parliament to uſe their atmoſt Efforts to endeavour 
to get the Nation out of Debt, conſiſtent with Fuftice and Parliamentary Faith? 

Whatever Ohyections are made from Prejudice, and which are only [g2efed, not 
proved, that the Lowering of Intereſt will have on all Sorts of People, as well Land- 
Jolders and Tenants, as Traders; they have not in Fact any thing to do with this 
Queſtion, becauſe it is not propoſed to lower either the Rate of Intereſt between 
Nan and Alan, or of the current Rate of Intereſt of the Publick Stocks and Secu- 
TIES. IR ; | | | 

It is evident, that the current Rate of Intereſt of all the Publick Securities, is 
under 3 per Cent, fince no 3 per Cent Securities can be had under a Premium; and 
were the Legiſlature to enact the 4 per Cents perpetual unredeemable Annuities, they 
would fell at 140 at leaſt; fo that altho' the Publick would pay 4 per Cent, the 
Rate of Intereſt at Marker for theſe Annuities, would be under 3 per Cent. 

It is not in the Power of the Legiſlature, by a Law, to make the Rate of Inte- 
reſt, either between Particular Perſons, or in reſpe& to the Publick Securities, 
higher or lower; both will be governed by other Cauſes, which are natural. 

If One per Cent ſhall be ſaved, by a Reduction of Intereſt on the Publick Debts, 
and ſome of the moſt burthenſome Taxes taken off in proportion, it will be fo far 
from lowering the natural Rate of Intereſt, that it will have a Tendency the other 

I: is the. Force of Money drawn from all Parts of the Country into one Place; 
that has operated fo ſtrongly to reduce the Rate of Intereſt of the Publick Securities; 
like Vater, which, when collected into a Body, has a Force which it is deſtitute of 
when ſpred over a large Srrface. „„ | 

A poor labouring Man, who has a Wife, and a Number of Children to maintain 
from the Sweat of his Brow, is as much intitled to Compaſſion, as a Widow and Or- 


phans, who may have the Conveniences, or even the Neceſſaries of Life leſſened by a 
. of non. . 9 3 ; 
| There is Juſtice as well as Compaſſion on the Side of the People in general, and 
only Compaſſion on the Side of the Publick Creditors in particular. Y 
Tube Publick Debts encourage Iprexness, the Mother of Luxury, which if paid off 
would encourage, and even force Invusray in Trade, Manufatture and Improvements 
, Lands, by which the Nation muſt neceſſarily flouriſh and grow ſtrong, altho' every 
Individual in the Nation ſhould fancy himſelf, for the preſent, ſomething affected 
by this Alteration. „ 3 
This may be illuſtrated by Money raiſed on every Subject in the Kingdom, which 
altho it brings a preſent Inconvenience, yet if it be employed to prevent ſome im 
ding Ruin, and actually procures that End, fully repays the 2 Inconvenience. 
No Nation, which is incumbered with a great Debt, and T axes, can, on 
any proper Occaſion, exert itſelf in ſuch a Manner as it could do, it it were free from 
ſuch Incumbrances. ; 
Every Nation ought, in caſe of a moſt neceſſary War, to raiſe as much of the 
Money as is poſſible for the carrying on that War, on the preſent Generation. 
| If the neceſſary Demand for that Var he more than can well be raiſed evithin the 
Near, it is fit and proper to mortgage Taxes to carry it on, for the Benefit of the pre- 
ſent and future Generations: But as ſoon as that War is over, it is highly incumbent on 
the preſent Generation to take all Juſt and proper Methods to extricate the Nation 
from that Load of Debt, which the Neceſſities of former Times had involved it in. 

To conſult too much our preſent Eaſe, and ſay, that Pofteriry ought to bear its 
Share of the Burthen, becauſe they will reap the Benefit of it, pro wholly from 
a meer ſelfiſh Principle, and is entirely void of any true Love for our Country ; and 
ating accordingly, may deprive a Nation of the Means of defending itſelf in a Time 
of as much Danger as any former War, or lay the Legiſlature under a Neceſſity of 
breaking through Parliamentary Faith. . Ws 

If this Nation had been as much in Debt at the Beginning, as at the Ending of the 
laſt great War, it had been utterly impoſſible to have carried on that War, either 
in the g/orions Manner, or at the great _—_— it was carried on. 


It 


= | CE SY 

It is the Plenty of Money that makes the Rate of Intereſt e, and That, in all 
Countries, tends to make Procifcons of all kinds dear, how therefore can the Leceneſs 
af Jntereſt make them cheap ? It Proviſions are cheaper finco the Intereſt on the 
Publick Securities was /efſencd, it muſt neceſſarily proceed from ſome 574er Cauſes. 

If it be ſaid, that the 4% People reccive from the Publick for Intereſt, the leſs they 
will have to ſpend ; to this it is anſwered ; Firſt, That Foreigners fpend not an; Pars 
of this Intereſt Money in Prociſions; Secondly, That great Part of what is received 
by the Subjects of Great Britain is not ſpent, but laid out again in Securities publicł 
or private; And, Thirdly, That if the Taxes ſhall be taken off, or /c/s raifed, in 
Proportion to the Money ſaved by a Reduction of One per Cent, the People % Gene- 
ral will have ſo much more to ſpend. FE, | 

But the Argument for the Publick to continue to pay 4 per Cent, in order to keep 
up the Price of Proviftons, if it prove any thing, it will prove too much; ſince it 
will equally prove, that the Publick ought to have continued to pay 6 per Cent, or 
a higher Rate of Intereſt. SPL | 

The Reaſons for the lowering of the Intereſt of the Publick Redeemable Debts 
are plain, evident, and juſt; the Reaſons againſt the doing it are anjuſt, and not 
capable of being made out with any Clearnc/s and Certainty, 

Evil ought not to be done, that Good may come of it ; conſequently grievens and 
heavy Taxes ought not to be continued on the Poor, to pay Intereſt Money, and (if 
ſome Gentlemens Arguments are of any Weight) to make Proviſions dear. 

It is deſir d, on the one Hand, that the Manufaitures of this Kingdom may be 
made cheap, in order to preſerve to it its Foreign Trade; and, on the other, that 
Proviſions may be dear, for the ſake of Rents. Theſe are Contradictions, ſince 
Labour is generally ow when Provifions are cheapeſt, YO 
Altho it is ſaid, and probably with Truth, that when Proviſions are dear, the 
Manufacturers will work more Days in a Week than they will do when Proviſions 
are cheap, and from thence argued, that the Cheapneſs of Proviſions is a Hindrance 

to Manufacture; the Argument is fallacious. 7 

For though ſome of the People may be idle, and work but little when Proviſions 
are cheap, yet it is certain, there are great Numbers of laborious People, who 
work every Day in the Week, and yet can hardly ſupply a Wife and many Children, 
(which is often their Lot) with the bare Neceſaries of Life; and, ſurely, theſe 
ought not to be oppreſs d, becauſe ſome People will be idle. „„ 

When the Dearneſs of Prodi ſiont ariſes from the Scarcity,the poorer Sort muſt be 
deſtitute of ſufficient of the Neceſſaries of Life, DE, 

Ik it be ſaid, that if Proviſions were always dear, all the Poor would be forced 
to make an Offer of working every Day, and by that means give the Perſons em- 
ploying them an Opportunity to reduce their NVages; it is anſwered, That, in ſuch 
Caſe, if the common Plenty of Proviſions continued, and there were no Multiplica- 
tion of Work, the Price of Proviſions would inevitably fall; becauſe a very conſide- 
rable Part of the Produce of the Lands of Great Britain is conſumed by working 
People and their Families. | | 1 

It is true in Theory, that the following Maxim ſtands good, viz. Take away the 
Cauſe, and the Effeft ceaſes ; but in Patt it often happens, that the Effect conti- 
nues, when the original Cauſe bas ceaſed. 5 | 
'The prefent bad Sityation of the Farmers ſeems to ariſe from the following 


zuſes, at leaſt in Par: C . 
The Landlords being oppreſſed with the Land- Tax, as well as other Taxes, during 
the laſt great War, and ſeeing their Tenants tbrive, took the opportunity, many of 


them, of raifing their Rents, 

A great Number of People extraordinary being then employed as Seamen and Sol- 
diers, and many of them loſing their Lives yearly, there were others entered and liſted 
to ſupply their Room, and there being all this Time a hristł Trade, which employed the 
Manufacturers, common labouring People became ſcarce, and Proviſions alfo riſing, the 
Artificers and Labourers of all Kinds took the Opportunity of raiſing their Mages. 

The War bringing many Calamities on ſeveral Parts of Europe, occationed, among 
other Things, a very great Want of Corn, which Want was generally ſupplied by large 
Exportations from this Kingdom, which kept the Price of Proviſions in general pretty 
high; ons Article of the Neceſſaries of Life having an Influence on other: This ena- 
bled the Farmers to pay their Rents, to adeance the ages of the Laleurers, and alfe 
to live in a better Manner than before, even notwithſtanding the new-creared Taxes ; 
1 | ; ; | and 


6 3 3 
and the People being generally employed, Trade abraed very good, and many growing 
rich by the Var, or by lending their Money to the Government, they were enabled to 
purchaſe Proviſions at an adeauced Price, as well as to bear and pay all the additional 
'Faxes. | | | | 
Great Improvements have been made of the Lands in almoſt all Parts of Great Pri- 

tain ſince the Peace of Utrecht, and the Exportation of Corn and the Publick Expence 
of Proviſtons much /efſex'd, many of the Farmers find themſelvesin Farms paying great- 
er Rents to their Landlords, as well as Mages to their Labourers, than before the laſt 
great War, and yet /iving higher than they did formerly, and being not able to ſell 
their Produce at ſo good or fo certain Prices, and moreover ied with heavier 
Taxes, there is hardly any poſſible way for them to pay their Rents, and liog. 

lt ſeems therefore highly neceſſary for the Publick to begin to think of giving ſome 
Relief, as well to the Farmers as other the uſeful Subjects of Great Britain, before 
they are entirely ruined and beggared, by taking off ſome of the off Burthenſome 
Taxes. 3 5 _ 

If any Perſon ſhould ſpart himſelf with deſcanting on this or that particular Tax, 
and attempt to ſhew how light or inconſiderabie it will be to any Perſon greatly in- 
tereſted in the Publick Securities, in Proportion to a Reduction of One per Cent. per 
Annum ; it requires no other Anſwer, than to obſerve, That all the Taxes together 
are a ery heavy Burthen on the People in General, how concenient ſoever they may 
be to particular Perſons concerned in the Cullection, or to thoſe who have the + 
5 


Paymen 
like ſo many bloody 
and Conſumptive ; and if the Debt was diſcharged, or but haf di 
on might get rid of that Variety 
Foreign Traffick and interrupt the Domeſtick Trade of Great Britain, and which are 
more eſpecially ſo heavy a Weight on the Moollen and other its Manufaftures. 
When the National Debt is mentioned, it is only ſaid, The Publick is ſo-and-ſo 
indebted, and at ſuch-and-fuch an Intereſt. But this is not a true State of the Caſe ; 
for, to ſpeak properly, the Publick Funds divide the Nation into two Ranks of Men, 
ef which one are Creditors, and the other Debtors ; the Creditors are the Three 
T 822 and others, made up of Natives and Foreigners ; the Debtors are 
the Land-holders, the Merchants, the keepers, and all Ranks and Degrees of 
Men throughout the Kingdom. 'Thus all Great Britain may not be improper- 
ly divided into Debtors and Creditors: Nor in a long and expenſive War was this 
wholly to be avoided : But, without doubt, it has not been true Fiſdom in continuing 
this Diſtinction fo long; nor can it be wiſe and ſafe to let this Diſtinction many Years 
longer continue; for tho ſuch as Receive may like their Condition, yet ſuch as are 
to Pay cannot be ſo well contented. It is true, fome Modern Paliticians have run 
upon anot ber Notion, and ſfeve 
paying off the Publick Debt will engage People the more to preſerve the preſent Go- 
vernment: This Policy indeed of theirs would hold good, if it could be made out that 
the Publick Creditors are fironger and more in number than thoſe concerned in the 
Payments to the Publick. But it rather ſeems to hold in Senſe and Reaſon, That the 
T hrone of that Prince, in a Free Nation, muſt be molt firmly eftabliſhed, whoſe Hair 
will permit him to ask, or who defires to collett, the ſeweſt Taxes from his People. | 
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An ACT to diſable Alexander Wilſon Eſquire, from taking, holding, or 
enjoying any Office or Place of Magiſtracy in the City of Edinburgh, or 
elſewhere, in Great Britain; and for impriſoning the {aid Alexander Wilſon ; 
and for aboliſhing the Guard kept up in the faid City, commonly called 

| The Town Guard; and for taking away the Gates of the Nether-Bow Port 
of the ſaid City, and keeping open the ſame, 5 ; 
1 upon Tueſday the Seventh Day of September, in the Year of our 
Y Lord One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Thirty-fix, there was a moſt ſediti- 
ous and outrageous Riot in the City of Edinburgh, in that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, notoriouſly concerted and carried on by great Numbers of wicked, 
_ diforderly, and blood-thirſty Perſons, who did, with open Force and Violence, ſeize 
the Arms of the City Guard, poſſeſs themſelves of the City Gates, and, by ſetting 
fire to and breaking open the Door of the Talbooth of the ſaid City, did unlawfully 
and audaciouſly reſcue and ſet at large ſeveral Criminals therein confined: And 
whereas Captain John Porteous, then a Priſoner there under Sentence of Death, 
but graciouſly reprieved by the Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſty, as Guardian of the 
Realm, was by the ſaid Rioters in a cruel Manner dragged from the ſaid Priſon, 
and moſt barbarouſly bavged by the Neck, and murdered, in manifeſt Violation of 
the Publick Peace, in Defiance and Subverſion of legal Government, in high Contempt 
of our Sovereign Lord the King and his Laws, and to the moſt preſumptuous and 
unparalleld Obſtruction of the Royal Mercy ; And whereas for ſome time before 
the committing of the ſaid Murder and Riot, it was commonly reported in the ſaid 
City of Edinburgh, that ſome ſuch atrocious Fact would be attempted, which, by pro- 
per Care Ti The BEagiftraces, Citizens, and Inhabitants of the ſaid City, might have been 
prevented; notwithſtanding which, Alexander Milſon Eſquire, then and now Provoſt 
of the ſaid City, then actually reſident in the faid City, and fully apprized of the ſaid 
wicked Deſign, did not take any Precautions to prevent the faid Murder and Riot, 
nor uſe the proper or neceſſary Means to ſuppreſs the ſame, or to preſerve the Peace 
of the ſaid City; or, after the Perpetration of the ſaid Fact, to diſcover, appre- 
hend, or ſecure the Authors, Actors, or Abettors thereof, in manifeſt Violation- of 
the Truſt and Duty of his Office of chief Magiſtrate of the ſaid City; nor were any 
Means or Endeavours uſed by the Citizens and Inhabitants of the ſaid City, to prevent 
or ſuppreſs the ſaid notorious Riot, or to hinder the ſaid inhuman and barbarous 
Murder, or to difcover the Perſons concerned therein, in order to bring them to 
Juſtice : Not, in order to expreſs the higheſt Deteſtation and Abhorrence of the ſaid 
Murder and Riot, and to the End that the ſaid enormous Misbehaviours and Neglects 


85 would ſuch a Guard be guilty of a Crime, if by 
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of Duty, herein before mentioned, may not go unpuniſhed, and that other Perſons may 
not preſume, through Hopes of Impunity, to be guilty of the like for the future; 
Ne ſit enatied by the King's moſt Excellent Majetty, by and with the Advice and 
Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent 'Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, and by the Authority: of the ſame, That the ſaid Alexander: Wilſon 
be, and he is hereby, from and immediately after the paſſing this Act, difabled, and 
made incapable to have, hold, exerciſe, or enjoy the ſaid Office of Provoſt of the ſaid 
City of Edinburgh: And that he the ſaid Alexander Milſon be, and he is hereby for 
ever hercafter, diſabled, and render incapable, to have, hold, exerciſe, or enjoy any 
| Office or Place of Magiſtracy in the ſaid City of Edinburgh, or elſewhere, in Great 
Britain. | | 28 = 7 
Aud it is further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That a new Provoſt be imme 


diately choſen in the room of the ſaid Alexander Wilſon, in the ſame Manner as if the 


ſaid Alexander Wilſon, was naturally dead; and that he, the ſaid Alexander on, 


ſhall be detained and kept in cloſe and ſafe Cuſtody, without Bail or Mainprize, dur- | 


ing the Space 


has appe 


, and that the ſaid Nether- 
by the Authority aforeſaid, 


of July 1737 ſhall, cauſe the 


notwithſtanding. | . . 80 k 
Propes d by the Duke of ARGYLE, chat the Judges ſhould deliv 
Opinions upon the following Queſtions, relating to the above AR. 


1. IF an Execution ſhould be perform'd in Stocks- Market, where a Guard of the 


Regular Troops ſhould be drawn up by lawful Command, to prevent a Reſcue . 


a 4 14 


of the Criminal, and ſhould feveral Stones thrown from among the Croud, light 
; among them, by ſome of which ſeveral Soldiers ſhould be bruiſed and wounded, 


ſhould kill ſeveral 4" Py 2 andif guilty of A Crime, wha 5 Crime it w 4 
2. Upon Occaſion of a Riot in or near Town, where 4 Regiment is quarter 
ſhould 55 Sheriff of the County order the Commanding- Officer to aſſemble 
nce againſt the Rioters, is ſuch Officer 
ſhould refuſe ? 


— that W KN — _ 
the Troale fo albubtied in cater by © Way, without bei attack 
wie 5 wa ch Ordered accordingly. * 


Suppoſing ſuch an Execution in Edinburgh Graſi- Mar let, the Scotch Judges 


to anſwer the ſame Queſtions by the Scorch Laws, and fign their Opinions. 
| | Ordered accordingly. 


and that the Communication between the ſaid City and the Cannongate, be for ove” 
beater hage open, beth by get and by Dey; 25 Lov er UN WHORE -. 
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To the Right Honourable, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 


A STATE of the NATIONAL-DEBT, Provided or Un 
it ſtood 31 December 1735. and 31 December 
the S INKING-F UND in that Year, 


che 25th of December 1716, the ſaid F U N D has been applied. 


and to the Payment of 


. 


provided for by Parliament, as 
173 6. Together with an Account of the Produce of 


what Debts contracted before 


2 Balance in Caſh 31 Dec. 1736, 


Amount of the Na- Encreaſed Paid off within the Amount of the Na- 
tional Debt upon] between laid Time, | tional Debt up = 
the 31 ft of De- the zift | the 21ft of De- 
cember 1735. of Dec. | cember 1736. 

EXCHEQUER. 1 735. 1 
d. and th Wo 
Nnuities for long Terms, being the Remainder "4 "of : +4 3&4... 40 
of the original Sum contribured and b.) 18262 17 10 oo 1 
icribed to the South-Sea Company. OE - 7's | _ 5. inane 2 1 7 t Iz 
Ditto for Lives, with Benefit of Survivorthip, „ | : 
ing the original Sum 8 We R | tlo$too 
Ditto payable upon Two or Three Lives, being the 08 3 
1 —— * what is fallen in by Deaths. + 1273599 8 04 wee 2619 8 5 
Annuities at 9 J. per Cent. per Annum. 161108 6 8 | ; 161108 6 8 
a ery __ 3 1 1 109290 © o 5 | 109290 © 
Anuities on the Plate 6 cor gu primi epis. 312000 | 312000 © 
1 . Chriſtopher's Debentures at 37821 5 12) | 37821 7 18 
| Annuities at 3 1. 105. per Cent. gh © ng ba 4c0200 | a 
Bills on the Victuallers Act Anno 1  4814cco | | 431405 . | 
Ditto made out for Intereſt on old Bills exchanged. © $200. i | - 
Duties on Salt continued Anno 75 '9F 0000 | 1᷑6 000 790000 
Duties on Salt continued Arno 173 f. rococo F 
The Land- Tax and Duties on Malt being An- 600000 | | Gcooco 
nual Grants, are not charged in this Account, | | 
nor the 100000 L. charg d on the Deductions I | 
wy 6 d. per Pound. | | 
EAST- INDIA Company. EA : | 
| By two gs of Parliament 9 /"il. | Regs, 2 3200000 | | - 3 
Bank of ENGLAND. 1 | | 1 F 
al Fund at 6 L per Cent. 1600000 | | 1600099 
1500200 | If000088 | 
| 4000000 
1750008 
1250000. 
dScoooo 
1050c00 
1161700 Fr 
Wo 1 N 5 Ur. Per Contra 
* | Y Money i 
= 137730 13 10 ing the 
5 ing Fund on the & | 
| of | 
* . of e PD in Di „ 4 
K. Sinking Fund be char of fo much of -their Capical 109090 o 
' tween the ziſt of Dec. Stock of New Annuities 
1737, and the zrfl ot To George Lord Middleton, (& aliis, 
8 11 88 Moos 8 
— — 38:66 H— phony Payment of the faid Annuitics being“ #439 16 11 
— Fund. 123834 9 / 1203447 19 6 2 to the Sinking Fund, by n | 
NY 13 Georgii 
To . e the 100acoo L. — = a 
ed for the Service of the Year 1735. '? R 
To make good the Deficiencies of „ 
| | _ Annuities in 1731, at crit 10043 3 10 
| | 1735. | 
ö To 8 the Loan on the « & 
| Salt Duty further continued, 1737. C 92 
To pay the Annuities on 600000 L. 
at 3 per Cent. granted 1736, due a 
Chriftmaſs 1736. 736, $900 
pf 1089467 17 < 
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